INVESTMENT JUSTIFICATION

Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office

Terrebonne Parish Port Commission

Project #1:  S.M.A.P. (Stimulating Mobile Action Program)

$701,528.00

Background

Terrebonne Parish has several miles of unprotected waterways that are the jurisdictional responsibility of the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office.  The Houma Navigational Canal, which is thirty-eight miles long, which is patrolled by the Water Patrol Division of the Terrebonne Parish Sherrif's Office and has numerous pipelines that run underneath leaving open a vast area of water, marshy land and pipeline that could easily be used in a terrorists attack.  There are also several bridges that cross these waters that could be subject to creating chaos in the event there is a threat of an attack or should an actual terrorist attack occur.  

The parish of Terrebonne also has over forty-seven miles of Intra-Coastal Waterway that is the jurisdictional responsibility of the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office as well.  This vast area of water also has bridge and pipelines that are open for threat for terrorists as well as the Houma Navigational Canal.  

Both areas of water has a large amount of boat traffic from tug boats to push boats, towing and moving barges up and down and in and out of area and then is further complicated by the commercial fishing vessels running rampant on the waters.  

Investment Supporting Port-specific priorities.

The area of Terrebonne parish with the combined waterways of the Houma Navigational Canal and Intra-Coastal Waterway, not to mention all the other bayous in our area, needing to be manned and accessible.  With the purchase of a Mobile Command Unit, the Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office will be easily able to get near the marshy waterways and have access to the surveillance and security for the safety of Terrebonne.  This purchase will enable our office to assist our surrounding parishes in their times of urgency offering interoperability communications with ease and support of personnel and equipment meant for the safety and security of all our agencies.  A purchase of a mobile command unit will also be a valuable tool in assisting other local law enforcement agencies as well as supporting agencies such as fire and rescue.  

A Link in Stimulating Economic Growth

The economic value in the production of a Mobile Command Unit benefits many different businesses and people struggling in today’s hard times.  Thirty-four percent of the employees that will be constructing the unit reside in a Historically Underutilized Business Zone and will prosper from this project, which will help them to put money into the economy and feed their families. This Hubzone extends out into the rest of the business world from the manufacturer, to the vendors that sell to the manufacturer and all the middlemen and businesses in between; many will benefit from such a valuable project.  This will put money back into our economy, stimulating economic growth in various areas of need, affecting countless people.  

Benefits for Community and Terrebonne Parish Sheriff’s Office

To stimulate economic growth is certainly a valuable commodity, but the entirety of this project is not just the creation of jobs, but that the project will benefit our local law enforcement agencies combined, helping to offer a stable command post in areas of the community that are outlying and away from the developed areas of the parish.   This will allow a unified command post that can assist with fire and rescue, law enforcement, Wildlife & Fisheries, federal agencies and the Office of Emergency Preparedness.  All disciplines and agencies working together as a community of one to take care of our communities and residents is beneficial to both the agencies and the Terrebonne Parish citizens.  

